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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is in response to the Amendment filed October 17, 2002 which 
has been entered into the record of file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The IDS paper filed September 17, 2004 has been received and placed in the 
record of file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Claims 1-5 are rejected under 35 U.S. C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

As per independent claim 1 (line 11), the term "the desired dot anchor'' lacks 
clear antecedent basis. 

Claims 2-5 depend on claim 1, they are rejected with the same reason as set 
forth in above. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
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Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

5. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Gagne et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,01 1 ,562). 

As per independent claims 1 and 6, Gagne et al teach a method and system 
operative to facilitate interactive graphical user interface animation by a user (col.1, 
lines 11-15) comprising a central processing unit coupled to a system bus (col.4, lines 
17-29), a memory unit coupled to the system bus and having loaded therein an 
operating system, application programs and computer executable instructions (col.4, 
lines 17-46) for inserting a desired image onto a first window (Fig. 8, i.e., "upper right 
corner", col.11, lines 54-60), a step of inserting anchors onto a second window by, for 
each anchor, selecting a desired pose from a plurality of predetermined poses (Figs.8-9, 
228, col. 12, lines 14-31, i.e., each selected anchor located in the window 228 by 
selecting a desired pose from a plurality of poses (Smile, Grimace, Frown, Run, Stand, 
Crouch, Fall, ...) located in the upper left section of 200), a step, upon a cursor being 
dragged over the second window to a desired anchor, of additively applying 
characteristics for the desired anchor to the desired image based on a proximity of the 
cursor to the desired dot anchor (Figs.8-9, col.9, lines 45-55; col. 12, lines 1-21, i.e., the 
characteristics for the desired Action, "anchor", located in the section 228, "second 
window", being applied according to the resizing Action by means of dragging of the 
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mouse cursor on that anchor), a display unit coupled to the system bus (Fig.1, 16), a 
cursor control unit arranged to provide signals to control movement of a cursor on the 
display screen (col.4, lines 22-25) and the system bus for linking the central processing 
unit, the display unit, the memory unit and the cursor control unit (col.4, lines 14-44). 

As per dependent claims 2 and 7, Gagne et al further teach wherein the 
characteristics for the anchors are at least one of facial expressions, poses and camera 
positions (col. 12, lines 14-17, i.e., "facial expressions"). 

As per dependent claims 3 and 8, Gagne et al further teach wherein the 
electronic display system is a computer display system (col.4, lines 14-29). 

As per dependent claims 4 and 9, Gagne et al further teach wherein inserting 
anchors further includes combining a plurality of desired anchors to form a compound 
anchor (col.5, lines 38-42). 

As per dependent claims 5 and 10, Gagne et al further teach wherein a palette in 
a third window shown on the display unit is used for selecting a desired image to be 
inserted onto the first window (Fig. 8, "upper left window", col.11, line 67 through col. 12, 
line 4, i.e., Action/List Explorer component 224 would have inherently included a 
plurality of images for the user to select besides the Fighter in this case). 

Claims 11-14 are similar to claims 1-2 and 4-5, respectively, Gagne et al further 
teach a computer readable medium having stored computer instructions therein for 
performing steps as cited in claims 11-14 at col.4, lines 26-34 and col.11, lines 61-64. 

Due to the similarity of claim 1 5 to claim 1 , it is rejected under s similar rationale. 
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As per dependent claims 16-17, Gagne et al further teach wherein the positions 
of the plurality of anchors in the control window are set by the user using the pointer 
(col. 12, lines 14-31). 

As per dependent claim 18, Gagne et al further teach wherein each target has a 
predetermined area of influence that is used to determine, based on a position of the 
pointer, the displacement to be applied to the object (col.8, lines 12-26). 

As per dependent claim 19, Gagne et al further teach the features as now 
claimed at col.1 0, line 51 through col . 1 1 , line 20. 

As per dependent claims 20-21, Gagne et al further teach wherein each 
redrawing/updating of the base state of the object is recorded to provide an animation 
path which is editable (col. 12, lines 32-60). 

As per dependent claim 22, Gagne et al further teach wherein multiple anchors, 
i.e., actions, with individual weightings are applied simultaneously (Figs.8-9, 228; col.11, 
• lines 12-34). 

Due to the similar to claims 23-30 to claims 15-22, they are rejected under a 
similar rationale. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CLIFF N. VO whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7651 . The examiner can normally be reached on 2nd Monday Off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, MATTHEW BELLA can be reached on 571-272-7778. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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